




Volunteer Corner 

COOL Fundraisers 

I would like to thank all of the volunteers here at COOL.  Without your help we would 
not be able to fulfill our mission.  We serve thousands of families a year.   We see tears 
of joy and tears of sadness.   I think I speak for my staff when I say we have the best 
job in the world.  We get to help people and sometimes put a smile on their face if only 
for a moment.  The COOL pantry staff has also watched families and individuals go 
from homeless and helpless to functioning and working.  We have become a part of our 
guests’ lives.  We have had guests that have lost family members, been hospitalized, 
had a baby, got married moved away and then came back to see us.   I have seen our 
guests out in public and they come right up and say “Hello and how are ya?”  “Hey 
you’re the COOL Food Pantry Lady, right?”  When our COOL Truck was in the pa-
rade the applause from the onlookers while the truck passed them was incredible.  
They were jumping up and down and calling the names of the staff.   We love them all.  
I know that some of our Volunteers have experienced this feeling, and let me tell you 
there is no feeling like it in the world.  We are always looking for volunteers here at 
COOL.  This might not be the most glamorous job but the rewards are priceless.  
Please consider becoming a COOL Volunteer this spring.  We have plenty of projects 
available to accommodate everyone.  For more information contact Amber Abbott 
(847) 662-1230. 

Be Blessed and be a Blessing, 

Amber Abbott, Volunteer Manager 

10th Annual COOL 
Spring Plant Sale 

Plant pick up day is  
Saturday, May 9th at  

Bethel Lutheran Church 
5110 Grand Avenue 

Gurnee, IL  

 A limited number of  ad-
ditional flowers, herbs, 
vegetables, and orchids 
will be available for pur-
chase the day of the sale.   

6th Annual COOL Golf 
Outing June 4, 2009 

The annual golf outing will be 
held at Steeple Chase Golf 
Club in Mundelein, IL. The 
cost is $125.00 per person and 
includes greens fees with a 
power cart,   lunch and entry 
into prize drawings.  Singles 
and twosomes will be paired 
up with other players. 

Play will be in Best-ball 
Scramble format.  Prizes will 
be awarded for lowest team 
score, long drives, closest to 
the pins and others. 

Registration forms available 
at www.coolministries.org 
Contact Joe Labellarte or 
Jerry Mizera for details 
jlabellarte@olenick.com
jermiz@yahoo.com
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VOLUNTEER  

OPPORTUNITIES 

Pantry Volunteer I

Assist pantry staff with  

sorting, packaging, and  

distributing food to visi-
tors. 

Pantry Volunteer II

Assist pantry staff with 
unloading truck, moving 
boxes, and general sup-
port for large pick-ups 
and deliveries.  Heavy 
lifting required.   

Times vary. 

Unit Prep Crew

Individuals or groups to 
assist in preparing hous-
ing units for new guests.  
Times vary based on 
need.  Tasks include    
cleaning and painting 
units, lawn care and mi-
nor repairs.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Check our web site at 
www.coolministries.org 
for the latest informa-

tion on  upcoming 
events. 

SPRING PLANT SALE 
Bethel Lutheran Church 
Saturday, May 9, 2009 

COOL ANNUAL  
GOLF OUTING 

Steeple Chase Golf Club 
Mundelein 

Thursday, June 4, 2009 

FOODSTOCK 
Lake Bluff Village Green  
Sunday, June 28, 2009 

FOODSTOCK 
Lake Bluff Village Green 

Sunday, June 28, 2009 
2:00 PM  

No Admission Charge  
Food and donations welcome 

Enjoy food, music and fun 

Check out the video link at 
http://www.youtube.com/ 

user/foodstockonline 

CHOIR OF ANGELS 
CONCERT 
UPDATE 

The COOL Board of Directors and 
Staff, would like to offer our        
profound thanks for the concert 
hosted by Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church, Libertyville on February 
22, 2009. It was a glorious after-
noon of music and praise, fellow-
ship and ministry.  Our combined 
efforts raised over $3,200 in sup-
port of  COOL’s Food  Pantry and 
Transitional  Housing  programs.   
The  Lake County North Chapter 
of Thrivent  Financial for Luther-
ans will be providing $1,500 in 
matching funds for this event.   

The testimony of Elizabeth, a 
graduate of the COOL Transitional 
Housing Program,  was deeply  
moving.   We celebrate her  
success in attaining self-
sufficiency and her courage in 
sharing the story of her family’s 
journey through homelessness. 

We are so grateful to everyone 
who contributed to the success of 
this annual fundraiser.  Thank you 
for your partnership. 
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Board of Director
Dave Ross                                     President 
Gail Plinke                     Vice-President        
Mary Barry                                     Secretary 
Shannon Ferguson-Munns            Treasurer 
Betty Albrecht  
Janice Fischer 
Fred Fortney 
Harold “Rick” Gottman 
Tana Hamm 
Jan Heikkila 
John Krueger 
Joe Labellarte 
Diane Luosa 
Judy Perryman 
Diane Rammelsberg 

COOL Board Meetings are held at 7:00 PM on the 
4th Thursday of each month at  Bethel Lutheran 
Church on Grand Ave in Gurnee. 

COOL Staff

Diane Weber          Executive Director 
Linda Morgret                               Executive Asst. 
Cathy Melville           Finance Manager 
Amber Abbott           Pantries/Volunteer Manager 
Gayle Olson             Pantry Assistant 
Adelaida Lopez                     Pantry Aide 
Arlene Thackston     TH Case Manager   
Anita Wells                        Volunteer Grant Writer 
Judi Best            Pantry West Site Coordinator 

We are always seeking new and additional ways to fund our services. Does your em-
ployer provide any of the following? 

Matching funds for contributions that you make to a non-profit organization. 
Contributions or grants to community organizations for which you volunteer. 
A foundation that provides grants to community organizations. 

If the answer is YES, then please consider COOL as the recipient of your employer’s 
generosity.  We are willing to provide assistance, if  needed, in making the application 
to your employer.  Please let us know if your employer has a foundation that requires a 
formal grant application. During 2008, COOL received $15,500 in donations through 
corporate employee giving campaigns and company matching fund programs. 

Assistance may be obtained by contacting Diane Weber, COOL Executive  
Director, at (847) 662-1340, mailbox “1” or dianeweber@poweruser.com. 

The Thrivent Financial for Lutherans’ Giving Plus® program will add $1 for every $2 
of your donation to COOL, up to a maximum of $300 per year.  If you are a Thrivent 
member, we encourage you to make the most of your financial donation to our minis-
try through the GivingPlus® program.  During 2008, the GivingPlus® program raised 
$2,600 to help sustain the food pantry and transitional housing ministries. 

GivingPlus® donation forms may be downloaded from the  
COOL website -  www.coolministries.org

COOL  

127 W. Water Street 

Waukegan, IL 60085 

We’re on the Web! 
www.coolministries.org 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via e-mail 
please reply to cooloffice@poweruser.com 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Gurnee, IL 
Permit No. 337

Thank you to Haapanen Brothers for printing services.  You are the best!!! 
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A copy of our most recent 990 may be viewed on the COOL 
 webswsite:  www.coolministries.org

MAXIMIZE YOUR GIFT TO COOL 



Tributes and Memorials 
September 1, 2008 – March 31, 2009 

Betty Bickham in memory of Irene Graham 
Betty Bickham in honor of Lina Clouse’s 90th birthday 
Pauline Buhrke in honor of Eleanor Hall’s 90th birthday 
Betty Bickham in honor of Eleanor Hall’s 90th birthday 
Mona Brown in honor of Eleanor Hall’s 90th birthday 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Melville in memory of Patricia Foreman  
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Dietz in memory of Jerry Salmela 
Elinor Leech in memory of Charles R. Leech 
Betty Bickham in honor of Cathy Viau on her birthday 
Tina Callison in memory of Bill Sangbusch, Sr. 
Steffi Stone in memory of Elmer L. Stone 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Daley in memory of Gerald Salmela 
Nancy Salmela in memory of husband, Jerry Salmela 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Koesser in memory of our parents 
Jill Heidrich in memory of Jerry Salmela 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Johnson in memory of Edna Elsasser 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Kempf in memory of our parents 
Mr. & Mrs. James Heidner in memory of Robert Barrett 
Mr. & Mrs. David Fischer in memory of Shirley Friedrichs’ 80th birthday 
Mr. & Mrs. Dominic Turchi in memory of Mary Ann Winters 
Carolyn Raymond in honor of Mark & Marti, Jon & Jennie, 
Drew & Lisa 
Joan Pecina in memory of Richard Pecina 
Mr. & Mrs. John Petitclair in memory of mothers, Lorraine Larsen and Evelyn 
Petitclair, and cousin, Karen Banks 
Ruby Ferris in memory of Thomas M. Ferri 
Barbara LaFasto in memory of Evelyn Gruben 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Turchi in memory of Mary Anne Winters 
Helen Binning in memory of Paul Binning 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Hamming in memory of Brian Hamming 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Kemp in honor of Rev. Gordon, Phyllis, Mike, Mark and Matt 
Cavers 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Teschner in memory of Bernard Bachman 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Ward in memory of Pat Foreman 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Nelson in memory of loved ones 
Debra Vandreese in memory of Charlette and Dell Stroud 
Mr. & Mrs. Miguel Torres in memory of grandmother,  
Helen Rutkowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Satinsky in memory of our parents 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Thorp in memory of Mr. and Mrs. 
Everett Ritz 
Helen Lepisto in memory of Ronald Lepisto 
Helga Larsen in honor of Trinity Lutheran Church 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Gottman in memory of Marcia Manolis 
Janice Heikkila in memory of my parents 
Julie Alfano in memory of Sandra Lindberg Menley 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kangas in memory of Rachel Szech 
Judy Perryman in honor of Judi Best & all the volunteers @ COOL West 
Sandra Kangas in memory of Antti Kangas 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Hall in memory of Robert Hall 
Paul Lucas and Carla Arnell in honor of James K. Billman 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Labelle in memory of Ralph Burgess 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Mjelde in honor of grandchildren, Valerie and Conner Martin, 
Payton and Brandon Mjelde 
Mr. & Mrs. F.R. Stahl in memory of Virginia Ayres 
Reverend & Mrs. Blomquist in memory of loved ones 
 

Dr. & Mrs. Ken Falkinham in memory of our loving parents 
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Rouse in memory of Victor Clausen 
Carol Suomu in honor of all the wonderful volunteers 
Margaret Sneesby in memory of husband, Peter Sneesby 
Susan Salstrom in memory of Rev. Alden and Carolyn Salstrom 
Dorothy Harris in memory of Ronald Harris 
Carol Lieding in honor of the Gary Pringel Family 
Dr. & Mrs. Tim Canty in honor of the COOL Staff 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Davenport in honor of the COOL Staff 
Jerome Friedrichs in memory of Shirley L. Friedrichs 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Cole in honor of Sgt. Targoin D. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Adams in memory of George Paust 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Johnson in memory of Jennie Biga and Evelyn Bjerstedt 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Meyers in memory of Ralph Burgess 
Henderson Foundation in memory of Carolyn Griffel and Marilyn Henderson 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernhard Tjarksen in memory of our parents 
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Hobart in honor of Pat Hobart 
Mr. & Mrs. David Ross in honor of the dedicated Staff of COOL 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Wilson in memory of loved ones 
Rebecca Schwarz in memory of R.D. Timberlake 
A.B. Rupert in honor of Betty, Mike, David, Teresa & Kay 
Shirley Prince in memory of Anthony Prince 
Mr. & Mrs. David Fox in memory of Calla Stevens 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Permoda in memory of Ann Ries 
Betty Bickham in memory of husband, Gene, and daughter, Lois 
Schumacher 
Mr. & Mrs. John Hansen in honor of Rev. Greg Olson 
S. Albert Edwards in honor of COOL Board Member, Joe “COOL Man” 
Labellarte 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Campbell in memory of Ronald L. Aunet 
Anne Conzelman Linn in honor of Murray & Gwen Conzelman, Lesley 
Conzelman & Ellen Schaller, and Carrie Conzelman 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Milne in memory of Louis Mustian 
Denise Bischof in memory of Theresia Bischof  
Jean E. Meyer in memory of Dr. Marlin H. Meyer 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Buchberger in memory of Walter and Helen Dvorak  
Colleen Jeslis in honor of Kathy and Jerry Haapanen 
Colleen Jeslis in memory of Kevin Fones Burt 
Robert Ries in memory of Ann E. Ries 
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Strassburger in memory of dear friend, Shirley L. 
Friedrichs 
Mr. & Mrs. John Pederson in honor of First Congregational churches 165th 
anniversary 
Ted Byers in memory of Gene Bickham, Volunteer of the Century, and in 
honor of United Way of Lake County employees in lieu of Christmas gifts 
Franklin Montgomery in honor of Gene Bickham 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Foreman in memory of Pat Foreman 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Baum in memory of Marion Pedersen and Julie Baum 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Oesterreich in the name of Mr. and Mrs. Grant Peters & 
Family 
Lisa Meier in memory of Eugene M. Oleinik 
Mr. & Mrs. David Norby in honor of Pastor Bob Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. Ambrose Ferri in memory of son, Thomas Michael Ferri 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Carpenter in honor of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
Mr. & Mrs. George Ross in honor of David Ross’s birthday 
Mr. & Mrs. David Ross in memory of Evelyn Phillips 
 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS GIFT IN SUPPORT OF COOL MINISTRIES! 

___$30     ___$50     ___$100     ___Other                             To Support     ___Food Pantry     ___Transitional Housing     ___ Area of Greatest Need 
 

Given     ___In Honor of    ___In Memory of:  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please Notify:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NAME and ADDRESS (city, state and zip) 

 
PLEASE MAIL YOUR DONATION TO:  COOL, 127 WEST WATER STREET, WAUKEGAN, IL 60085. 

Your gift is tax-deductible and an acknowledgment will be sent for your records. 



2008 Annual Appeal 
 

For the past eleven years, the Annual Appeal has given COOL Staff & Board members an opportunity to personally thank those 
of you who have supported COOL in the past, & to ask for your continued support of this ministry. This year's appeal has raised 

over $23,000 to-date, and we rejoice at your tremendous response. Many of you who donated obliged us by retaining the tear-off 
tax-receipt, thus eliminating the expense of mailing proof of your donation. With that in mind, we would like to take this 

opportunity to acknowledge all who contributed, offering our humble thanks for your faithful support.  
We apologize if we have overlooked anyone. 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Adams 
Mr. & Mrs. Arlyn Albrecht 
J. H. Alfano 
Edith Anderson 
Janet Antal 
Carla Arnell 
Mr. & Mrs. David Baehr 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Baker 
Mrs. Nancy Baldwin 
Mr. & Mrs. William Ballock 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Barry 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Barry 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Baum 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Bauschke 
Baxter Healthcare Employees 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Behring 
Mr. & Mrs. James Benton 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Bergmann 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bettendorf 
Mr. & Mrs. R.P. Bhatt 
Mrs. Betty Bickham 
Mrs. Helen Binning 
Denise Bischof 
Reverend & Mrs. W.C. Blomquist 
Kevin Bord 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas D. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Buchberger 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Burkett 
Mr. and Mrs. George Callison 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Campbell 
Dr. & Mrs. Tim Canty 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Carpenter 
Corine Colbert 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Cole 
Nereida Cole 
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Cook 
Mr. & Mrs. Glen Dalbke 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Dalponte 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Davenport 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles DelaPena 
Diver, Grach, Quade & Masini 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Dowd 
Diann Drasler 
Douglas Duensing 
S. Albert & Janice Edwards 
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Ellis 
Bill Ersbo 
Dr. & Mrs. Ken Falkinham 
Mr. & Mrs. Ambrose Ferri 
Mr. & Mrs. Horace Finch 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Fischer 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Foreman 
Mr. & Mrs. David Fox 
Mr. Jerome Friedrichs 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard George 
Jo Ann Goodwin 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold R. Gottman 
 
 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Grutzmacher 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Hall 
Tana Hamm 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Hamming 
Mr. & Mrs. John Hansen 
Reverend & Mrs. Kenneth Hansen 
Meg Hausberg 
Janice Heikkila 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Heiman 
Mr. & Mrs. James Held 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Henderson 
Mr. & Mrs. John Henderson 
Terri Hilgendorf 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hobart 
Marian Holem 
IBEW Local No. 150 
Douglas Jaeger 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Jeslis 
Mr. & Mrs. Rodolfo Joaquin 
Mr. & Mrs. David Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. R.K. Johnson 
June Johnston 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Julian 
Drs. Steve & Mary Speno Julius 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kangas 
Sandra Kangas 
Mr. & Mrs. James Kemp 
Mr. & Mrs.. Robert Kenney 
Mr. & Mrs. Wolfram Kollacks 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Korom, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Krieger 
Mr. & Mrs. Randal Kuceyeski 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Labelle 
Barbara LaFasto 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Larsen 
Helen Lepisto 
MSGT.& Mrs. Gary Lessenberry 
Lewis Chiropractic Center 
Carol Lieding 
Mr. & Mrs Craig Linn 
Eva Locke 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Love 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Majors 
Ellani Maurides 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff McKenzie 
Lisa Meier 
Jean Meyer 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Meyers 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Milne 
Franklin Montgomery 
Mr. & Mrs. James Munns 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Munson 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Nelson 
Lynnese Niemi 
Mr. & Mrs. William Nissen 
 
 
 

Mr. & Mrs. David Norby 
Sarah O’Brien 
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Oleson 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Olson 
Ann Olson 
Impi Orna 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Pavletich 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Pedersen 
Aurie Pennick 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Permoda 
Mr. and Mrs. John Petticlair 
Judy Perryman 
Larry Petrusha 
Shirley Prince 
Diane Rammelsberg 
Vickie Repsholdt 
Mr. Robert Ries 
Judy Irene Roberts 
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Rockway 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Rodberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Dillard Rogers 
Mr. & Mrs. David Ross 
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Rouse 
Janet Salstrom 
Susan Salstrom 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Satinsky 
E.M. Schultz 
Marilyn Schumann 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Schwanke 
Rebecca Schwarz 
Deb Sherrock 
Mrs. Margaret Sneesby 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Spahn 
Barbara S. Stanhope 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Stocks 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Stone 
Susan Strahl 
Mr. & Mrs. David Stueckemann 
Carol Suomu 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sutton 
EMCM & Mrs. Gary Teschner 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Thorp 
Sandy Tippet 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernhard Tjarksen 
Joanne Torogian 
Mr. & Mrs. Miguel Torres 
Judith Torrez 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Turchi 
Diana Ulrich 
Debra Vandreese 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Von Kampen 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Ward 
Mr. & Mrs. John Webster 
Beverly Whitney 
Celine Wicks 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Wilson 
Mr. & Mrs. Walfrid Wirtala 



COOL Board of Directors 

  David Ross, President 

Gail Plinke, Vice President 

Mary Barry, Secretary 

Shannon Ferguson-Munns, Treasurer 

Janice Fischer 

Fred Fortney 

Harold “Rick” Gottman 

Tana Hamm 

Jan Heikkila 

John Krueger 

Joe Labellarte 

Diane Luosa 

Judy Perryman 

Diane Rammelsberg  

Open,  Pastoral Advisor 

 

 

 

COOL Board Meetings are held at 7:00 

PM on the 4th Thursday of each month at 

Bethel Lutheran Church on Grand Avenue 

in Gurnee, Illinois. 

 
 

 
COOL Staff 

  Diane Weber, Executive Director 

Linda Morgret, Executive Assistant  

Cathy Melville, Finance Manager 

Amber Abbott, Pantry/Volunteer Manager 

  Gayle Olson, Pantry Assistant  

Adelaida Lopez, Pantry Aide 

John Gonsalez, General Assistant 

D. Arlene Thackston, TH Case Manager 

Anita Wells,  Volunteer Grant Writer 

Judi Best, Pantry West Site Coordinator  

 




